
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CTN SPRING RETREAT 2023 
Thursday, June 15th, 1-5 PM  

70 Ship Street, Laboratories for Molecular Medicine, Room 107  

1:00 PM 
Opening Remarks 
Mukesh K. Jain, MD  Dean of Medicine and Biological Sciences, Senior VP for Health Affairs, 
Frank L. Day Professor of Biology; Professor of Molecular Biology, Cell Biology and Biochemistry 

1:15 PM The impact of myelin on axon degeneration 
Sonia Mayoral, PhD  Robert J. and Nancy D. Carney Assist. Prof of Brain Science 

1:45 PM 
Guest Speaker: Neuronal lysosome transport and function: links to 
neurodegenerative diseases 
Swetha Gowrishankar, PhD Assist. Prof, Dept of Anatomy and Cell Biology,                
University of Illinois at Chicago 

2:15 PM 
Transcriptomic profiling of cerebrospinal fluid predicts shunt surgery benefits for 
patients with Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus 
Alexander Fleischmann, PhD Provost's Assoc. Prof of Brain Science 

Coffee Break 

3:00 PM Christianson syndrome: a novel endolysosomal disorder with neurodegeneration 
Eugene Lee, PhD   Postdoctoral Associate, Morrow Lab 

3:20 PM 
Age-associated changes to perisynaptic Schwann cells correlate with heightened 
neuregulin 1 signaling 
Robert Louis Hastings, PhD   Postdoctoral Associate, Valdez Lab 

3:40 PM Genetic and epigenetic regulation of synapse formation and function 
Kate O'Connor-Giles, PhD  Provost's Assoc. Prof of Brain Science 

4:10 PM The control of neuronal structure by chromatin regulatory mechanisms 
Sofia Lizarraga, PhD  Assist. Prof, MCB 

4:40 PM Concluding Statements 

Refreshments to follow in the LMM Courtyard  


